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Your nei ghbour hood news

| tds The Stinson Big Spring

* Mark your calendars folSaturday, April 24th That will be the day of our Stinson Big Spring Clean Up.
* Last year we had 100 fantastic Stinson residents attack the Rail Trail, Carter Park and our back alley-
ways. We were so successful in piling up the litter collected that the Police were called on us as some-
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The EsES of ST et one thought we were dumping illegally!

their community to be litter We will be partnering with Pitclin Canada and Hamilton Clean. We are hoping to have representa-

free and properties to be tives from the City of Hamilton Waste Dept. to be on site with

maintained. informati on -‘magpdavan some blue boxes and
blue bags for distribution.

Our community has some
beautiful examples of turn - of Please register you name and address, your family members, or
the -century architecture. your team members to president@stinsoncommunity.ca. This is
Letds show t hem ofafneateventforstudentstoearn some volunteer time.

Keep you property looking its That way we can provide you with an Appreciation package and
best by planting a front yard plan which areas of Stinson get a Clean Up.

garden, mowing your lawn,

PTITINE G LGES, Siphing Is Your Property Up To Standards?

a new coat of paint, and clean

up any litter from the curb to The current Property Standards By -law (03 -117) sets minimum standards to ensure that prop-
your back alley. (Back alleys erty ownerso maintain their properties. These standar
have feelings too). and safety of occupants as well as the general public. Property Standards address the physical
) building and the land around the property. Property owners of vacant buildings/lands are also
Be Proud Of Where You Live! required to maintain their properties.
All property owners must maintain and repair the interior and exterior of their property in ac-
cordance with the standards of the By -law.
Inside this issue: The property owner is responsible for ensuring that violations are corrected. In some cases,
occupants of a property may also be responsible for the correction of the violation. The rental
Ward 2 Councillor 2 agreement may address who is responsible to make repairs.
ATLITIS el 2 What are some of the interior and exterior issues covered under Property Standards?
Tax Tips 3 Interior: Exterior:
Neighbourhood Yard Sale 3 ) )
Doors and Windows Exterior Walls and Roofs
Where is Anna 4 Interior stairs Eaves troughs and downspouts
Floors and Walls Balconies, porches, and exterior stairs
Plumbing Fences, barriers, and retaining walls
Moving With Susan 5 Electrical Garages/sheds
Kidzone 6 ) -
Community Police Watch 7 How do | register a Property Standards complaint?

Anyone can make a complaint about a possible Property Standards violation by calling

ll\lz)TIIEiE Ave. ; 905.546.2782 (select option 2) or by sending an email to mle@hamilton.ca. Please be pre-
pared to provide as many details as possible including the municipal address and description of
Central Memorial Rec 8 the concern(s). If you are an occupant then you need to inform the property owner/landlord in
Larry Strung 8 writing first (if possible), listing the violation(s) and allowing a reasonable time frame for the
violation(s) to be corrected . Municipal Law Enforcement (MLE) can be contacted and may in-
Contact Information 8 vestigate if there is no action taken in a timely manner. As part of their investigation, staff will
Presidentdés C:8 rrequest a copy of the dated letter or documentation informing the property owner of the viola-

tions .
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The Stinson View

Message From Ward 2 Counmdiluy Bratina

| was pleased to attend the recent Heritage
Awards ceremony at the old Ancaster Town
Hall, and present a Heritage Preservation
plaque to a Stinson neighbourhood resident.
Mr. Ed Walcott and his wife Adele are the
proud owners of 140 Erie Avenue, a home
built 110 years ago and still retaining most of
the original heritage features.

It's always a pleasure for me to walk the
neighbourhood, especially with people from
out of town who marvel at the fabulous
homes that add to the elegance of the street-
scapes. The Stinson School Lofts project will
continue that tradition, and owner Harry
Stinson is working with our office and the
City on some very simple but innovative en-
hancements to the street which | think
neighbours will find interesting, useful and
exciting. www.stinsonschool.com

On a less happy note, I'm sorry to say that in
my opinion there is no rational justification
for either staff's recommendations or Coun-

N S 0 n ci's ppp@va ofithegvegt Hiprifour®an Am

Stadium site.

will begin to see

. Itis impossible to estimate the cost of con-

reductions in thelrstruction without a thorough geotechnical
property tax survey of the lands, which our consultant

admitted seems to be mostly "fill". If so, and

beginning in 2011, it other things are found such as under-
as was ag reed irground streams or certain hitherto unknown

2008.

degrees of contamination, there would be
considerable extra costs for things such as
"caissons" or pilings upon which the stadium
would have to be built.

The prime tenant, the Hamilton Tiger Cats
had not been consulted to the extent that
they were prepared to agree with the deci-
sion. Scott Mitchell, the President of the club
has made that clear in statements to the
media.

The Deloitte Touche consultants' recommen-
dation is that the stadium cannot be success-
ful without an adjoining 150 -200,000 square

About This Magazine

feet of new commercial development in what
they call the "stadium entertainment precinct".
Average rental rates, plus typical operating
costs and anticipated profit margins means
that between $40 and $80 million dollars
would have to be spent to support such devel-
opment. The City is not growing at a rate that
would support such a development that calls
for restaurants, bars, retail stores, hotels, and
other amenities to support the "precinct" dur-
ing the time there are no events on at the
stadium.

The land costs including the consultants' esti-
mated cost of remediation appear to be
around $400,000 dollars an acre. We are buy-
ing some of the worst land in Hamilton at
$400,000, and selling some of the best land
(Glanbrook Business Park land to Canada
Bread) for $117,000 an acre.

The Tiger Cats learned that there would only
be 600 parking spots on site, but that many
thousands of spots are available within a 15
minute walk, throughout the Downtown Core.
(These are the parking lots we are trying to
get rid of through new development!). Coun-
cillor Collins stated that a 700 car parking
structure would soon be built in the Waterfront
area. In answer to my question staff sug-
gested that such structures cost between
$25,000 and $40,000 dollars per spot depend-
ing on their complexity, meaning tax -payers
will be paying something in excess of $20 mil-
lion dollars for this structure!

A stadium on clean City  -owned land near ade-
guate highway connections can be constructed
well within the budgeted funds. Costs on this

site are unknown. How could such a decision

be presented and approved?

Bob Bratina, Councillor d Ward 2

Telephone: 905  -546 -2711

Email: bob.bratina@hamilton.ca

This issue was prepared by the President of the Stinson Community Association, Brian Good-

man and contributors; Ron Nash and Susan McArthur.

We encourage you to submit a Stinson story or poem to us related to her history, a current
event, or on a specific topic. All submissions are subject to editing.

We will be printing limited numbers for distribution and encourage you to spread the word to
obtain a copy online from our website: www.stinsoncommunity.ca
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Tax Tips

Here are some reminders for the April 30th tax filing deadline.

The federal universal child care benefit program is worth $100 a month per child, but only until age 6. The spouse with the
lower income reports the income on a tax return and pays the tax.

You can apply to the Canada Revenue Agency for monthly federal and Ontario child tax benefits. Payments can start as
soon as the child is born or arrives in your home, payments stop at age 18.

Child benefits rise with the number of children, but fall as family income rises. Even parents with high incomes may get

something. For a single child, the maximum is now $4,516 per year. Ontario will pay a low -and middle -income child -care
supplement to working families, even if the child is not in daycare. The child must be younger than age 7 and have been

born before July 1 of the tax year. Application forms are sent to those who file a tax return.

If you send a child to daycare, camp or boarding school so that you can work, study or do paid research, you may deduct

the expenses to reduce your taxable income. The spouse with the lowest income may claim no more expenses than two -
thirds of his or her income. For each disabled child, tax deductions are limited to $10,000 no matter what age. For each

child not yet 7 by the end of the tax year, tax deduction is $7,000, and $4,000 for each other child, up to and including

the year the child turns 16.

Depending on your income, a federal child tax credit worth up to $2,089 a year per child may be claimed on your tax re-
turn. Providing the child has not turned 18 during the year for this credit. Either parent may claim the child tax credit(s),
unless the parents separate and live apart. Then the parent who houses the children most of the time generally claims this
credit.

Of more value for a single parent to claim for one child 1 instead of the federal child tax credit i is the wholly dependent
person credit. Similar to the credit for supporting a low -income spouse, the credit for supporting a dependant person can

save federal tax on up to $10,320 of income in 2009 and Ontario tax on up to $7,594. The value of the credit falls as the

dependant's income rises toward those amounts. A single person eligible to claim the dependent person credit for one child

can also claim the child credit for each other child. The 2009 tax return says unless the child is disabled, the credit appli es
only to children born in 1992 or later I in other words, no older than 17 during the year.

The Income Tax Act wording is not as precise. It refers to the parent who meets conditions "at any time in the year" being
able to claim a credit for supporting a child under 18 years of age "at that time."

The rules about who may claim the dependent person credit are also complicated. They do prevent a person from claiming
both the credit and spousal support.

However, if both parents support and house the same child, they may agree to have one claim the dependant credit. If
they each house a different child and have not entered into another relationship, they could each claim the credit for a
child.

The federal government pays a tax -free child disability benefit of up to $2,455 per year for families who care for a child
who has severe and prolonged impairment in physical or mental functions. This benefit is scaled back as family income
rises and ends at age 18.

A credit for public transit passes may be claimed for children who did not reach age 19 by the end of the tax year. The
$500 children's fitness credit applies only to children who have not reached 16 by the start of the tax year, or age 18 if
disabled.

- Prepared by Ron Nash, Treasurer of Stinson Community Association. Contact Ron: renash@cogeco.ca Tel: 905.524.5076

STINSON NEIGHBOURHOOD YARD SALE!

I'tds Back! After 20096s successful

The Eco -friendly way.
Saturday, June 05, 2010

Register with us for FREE. We d | | advert
neighbourhood with Yard Sale destinations.

Provide your name, address, and a two line description of what you will be

selling.

This year will include items from the Stinson Street School, music, and food!

Contact: president@stinsoncommunity.ca
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Where is Anna?

In our last issue, Mr. MacNab was left staring
out his back door at foot prints in the snow he
thought were his beloved Anna's, as she had
disappeared shortly after their return from an
evening in downtown Hamilton. He was hold-
ing her blue scarf that had been caught in the
door. His mind raced with the possibility she
had been taken by the East End Slayer.

His thick, curly, red hair stuck out under his
black John Bull top hat. He walked with a cau-
tious stride from his home on Victoria Ave. S. .
It was twenty minutes past ten in the evening.
The sky was clouded over and moonless. Only
the pulsating light from the ornate gas lamps
illuminated his way. He turned left at Stinson
St. and walked east past the elaborate Fear-
man house and Dr. Drew's stone cottage.

There were sounds and movement way down
the street. It was a jet black horse drawing a
carriage and it was headed his way. He has-
tened his step and turned south onto Blythe
Street. There were no gas street lamps on
this diminutive track and he did not stop to
look back as he could now clearly hear the
clopping of the horse's hooves on the cobble-

darkness that enveloped him somehow gave
him comfort. He was almost invisible. Only
his footprints were left in the freshly falling
snow. But only for a few moments, as the
light wind guided the large snowflakes to cover
them.

When Eric turned onto Alanson he fumbled for
his timepiece and strained to confirm the time.
It was 10:30p.m. "l hope she was able to
escape.", he whispered. He remembered the
night he met her. He was attending an exhibi-
tion at the Smith Estate. They were standing
side by side admiring a sweeping landscape by
John Turner. He turned to her to comment on
the painting, but was so struck by her violet
eyes and parted lips that he stuttered some-
thing incomprehensible and then turned and
walked out.

But, they did meet again and he realized at
that time she was the wife of that stuffy old
Mr. MacNab. How could she? She must only
be 21. She was radiant and youthful. He was
stodgy and well into his years.

That was over a year ago. Since then, Eric
and Anna met secretly. They were in love. It
was Anna who one day proposed a plan on
how they could be together. But, it involved
Eric moving his successful metal stamping

The Stinson View

plant to the United States of America. He
compromised by setting the wheels in motion
to create a subsidiary there. His plant in Ham-
ilton had earned accolades throughout the
Dominion and he had been crowned the young
maverick of the day. With such success, every
move he and Anna made had to be strictly
covert. Especially since Mr. MacNab himself
held a position on the Banking Board and was
qguite aware of the
business dealings.

Anna was supposed to leave her home tonight
after she and Mr. MacNab returned from the
Opera performance of Madama Butterfly. She
knew her husband would remain in the front
den, pour himself some scotch and fall asleep
by the fire without ever once acknowledging
her.

It was 10:30 at night. They had arrived home
later than what she had thought. She was
supposed to leave for Eric's house by now.
So, hastily after they entered the house and
Mr. MacNab went into the den, she went out
the back door to make her way to Eric.

Eric couldn't stand the thought of Anna taking
back alley routes on this moonless night so he
had left to try and intercept her. He would
accompany her safely to his home. But, he
had now detoured from the plan. It was
10:30p.m. and she should be on her way. He
quickly stepped along Alanson St. and ran
alongside the mammoth Stinson Street
School. He should be able to see her now.
But that horse and carriage that went by; was
it the one that she and Mr. MacNab had ar-
rived home in? Was she perhaps going to be
late?

Eric waited a few minutes in the shadow of the
school. He strained to hear any noise, any-
thing. But the night was still. Only large,
feathery snowflakes danced silently in the light
breeze and fell onto his black hat and Frock
coat. "Where was Anna?", he muttered nerv-
ously into the night. "Where is my love?"

It was at that instance he saw a tall man
dressed in black come out of the shadows of
Ontario Street and under the light of the puls-
ing gas lantern on Stinson Street. He was
dressed rather shabbily and had something
shiny in his hand. Then, in an instant the
strange man turned back down the alley west
of Ontario St.

"Oh no! What if he sees Anna? Who is he?
Where is Anna?"

...to be continued in our next issue.

young



Page The Stinson View

Moving With Susan

Spring is fast approaching and so is the one of the most popular times of the year to buy and sell a
home. The Realtors Association of Hamilton -Burlington is anticipating a strong market for 2010.
Sales results for the past year show the value of home ownership is still one of the few remaining
dependable long term investments. Those considering purchasing a home should keep this in mind.

Here are a Few Helpful tips for both Buyers and Sellers
Buyers

When considering  a neighborhood or community, drive or walk through the area at different times
of the day and night. In the morning when residents are going to school or work, during the day

to see whether properties are maintained, including alleys, at night to check on traffic noise, park-
ing availability, and lighting.

Very old homes from the early 1900's had knob and tube electrical wiring. If a home you are in-
terested in is entirely or partially wired with knob and tube, check with your insurance company
before you sign on the line.

Create independent lists of must -have home features and compare with whom ever you will be
buying a home with. It can be difficult for newlyweds to find a starting point for joint home pa-
rameters. | suggest to my clients that each one list the top ten features they want in their next

home and compare with their spouse. You should have at least five matches and less than five re-
quires a discussion between you before you consider even looking at homes.

Sellers

Dondét forget to replace your furnace filter once a r nspectc
n't discover filthy filters. Check dryer and range -hood filters too.

Remove plastic sheeting from windows and doors. Buyers want to see views and use doors when Ccreate Independent
viewing your home.  Plastic coated windows  looks like a energy band  -aid. |iStS Of m&hﬂve

Dark, dirty and musty basements are a turn -off to buyers. Add extra lighting, paint the floor

home f eatur

and vacuum out all the cobwebs. Organize storage areas and take the time to clean the washing
machine and dryer. To spruce up the hot water heater and furnace, wipe down with a strong
cleaner. Scrub the laundry tub and run a dehumidifier to reduce basement moisture.

Sweep left -over leaves out of  exterior stairs and window wells.
Decor Dilemma

You rent and can't paint, but want to bring color to your apartment's bland walls.
Solution:  Fabric wallpaper that doesn't damage walls

1. Buy inexpensive, colorful fabric 0 enough to cover at least one wall.
2. Wash the fabric first so the color won't transfer.

3. Apply liquid starch onto the wall with a paint roller. Note: The starch adheres better if the
paint isn't an eggshell finish.

4. Smooth your fabric onto the wall and apply a second coat of liquid starch on top.
5. Letitdry 9 instant wallpaper.

6. When it's time to move on, dampen the fabric with a sponge and peel it off.

Contact me for a Complimentary No Obligation Home Evaluation or to Receive My Monthly Home
Improvement Tips. Thinking of Buying a Property? i I will Notify you with the Hot New Property
Listings in your Desired Area

Susan McArthur, Your Stinson Area Realtor - Living and Working in  your Neighbourhood.
Bus:905.634.755 Direct: 905.870.7755 Fax: 905.639.1683 www.MovingWithSusan.ca

This page generously sponsored by Susan McArthur

Sales Representative, Royal Lepage Burloak Real Estate Services.
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KIDZONE kldZONe KiDzOnE KiDzONe KIDZONE
Breakfast Sudoku
Find and circle all of the Breakfast foods that are hidden in the grid.
The words may be hidden in any direction.
6 5
GEWTRUGOYHNGG
YGAHMEDGAFPRSB 8 411 9
RDFOFAUJSGAWE I
EIFNBSHUNNGSA 913 |8 s
GRLEOBEOI GSLO
EREYRSLGSCSE.J 9 8 5
SOSOOALSATEGJ
APWEAANATSSNAE 415 8 113
MNOFSI TAELUBT
SAESFAOMEROAL 1 8 4
EUJFLTOMETLTETS
NKUSEKACNAPCL 3 6 4 7
M M UAKL I M
7 113 5
BACON JAM PANCAKES
BAGELS JUICE PORRIDGE 2 4
CEREAL MILK SAUSAGES
EGGS MUFFINS  TOAST
GRANOLA OATMEAL ~ WAFFLES Do You Use Microsoft ExceM/ant to find out which day
HASH BROWNS OMELETS YOGURT .
HONEY you were born on? Enter your birth date (dd/mm/yyyy)
~ inacell on Excel. In an adjoining cell, enter:
reSEd 60Stt | RRNBaa 2F GKS

Colour me

kldz
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Operation ldentification

What is Operation Identification?

A property identification and inventory system that protects your property. Operation Identifica-
tion is designed to discourage theft of valuables and simplify identification of stolen property.
The program has dramatically reduced the profit in stolen goods. Marked articles are difficult to
dispose of and easily traced. If you advertise that your valuables are protected by Operation
Identification, you are less likely to be victimized.

Operation Identification works when property is stolen or lost since proper identification makes
it possible for police to return the property.

How do you participate? Contact the police. You will be loaned an electric engraver, free of
charge. You will also receive decals which should be displayed at entrances, to show that your
valuables are marked.

What Number should you use? Use your Ontario Drivers licence humber. Special identification
numbers will be issued for businesses, schools etc.

The identification number should be readily visible without marring the appearance of the item.
A second number (hidden) is recommended. Others are waiting for the engraver. Please return
it within the agreed time. You can mark valuables by engraving them, stamping them, stitching
your Social Insurance Number into them or in some cases by photographing them. For more
information or to reserve an engraver, call the Hamilton Police Service Crime Prevention Branch
at: (905) 546  -4900

CRIMESTOPPERS .COM 1.800.222.TIPS (8477)

140 Erie Avenue

We are proud to announce that the City of Hamilton, BY
AVENUE, CITY OF HAMILTON as Property of CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value

140 Erie Avenue, containing a two and one
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NOTICE

Be part of the Stinson Commun
Watch.

Are you a dog walker, live near
park or a street with a back alle

zl
?

Maybe you work from home or are

quite often out and about.

You may be noticing crime or c:Limi—

nal actions such as drug dealin
prostitution, graffiti and car vang
i sm. Or maybe
dards issue.

As part of the Community Watc
contact the correct authorities a
advise our Committee Head so
can tabulate trends and do follo|
up calls.

The more voices heard, the bet
for our community.

contact me:
president@stinsoncommunity.c
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-LAW NO. 06 -271, has designated LAND LOCATED AT 140 ERIE

-half storey brick residential building, possesses cultural heritage value due to

its architectural and historical associations. Built in 1900, the building with hipped roof and decorative brick detailing is a
well preserved example of Queen Anne style architecture, retaining virtually all of its original architectural features, incl ud-
ing windows and transom lights. Historically, the building is a reminder of the residential growth patterns in the City of

Hamilton at the end of the nineteenth and early of the twentieth centuries. It continues to contribute to the overall resi-

dential streetscape on Erie Avenue.

Description of Heritage Attributes

All four elevations and the hipped roof, including all four brick facades, the window and door openings, the wood eaves on

all sides, together with all construction materials and all component features and detailing.

What Do You Think?

We would love to hear from you if you have concerns about crime, would
like to play your guitar, bagpipes, or flute at our Summer Thursdays in

the Park, want to start up an Artists network and display your work,

have a great fund -raising idea, or have hit an impasse when dealing with
the City.

Remember, you are the Stinson Community Association. Tell us what you
think! president@stinsoncommunity.ca

This Page Generously Sponsored By The Frugal Loon.




